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Abstract

According to the Constitution, Georgia is committed to protecting fundamental human right - to live
in a healthy, clean environment, to receive complete, objective and timely information about his/her
workplace and living environment, to promote the rational use of natural resources. Fulfillment of each
of these obligations is related to the implementation of state monitoring of the environment. The
merger of the Ministry of Environment Protection and Natural Resources with the Ministry of
Agriculture causes doubts about the fulfillment of these obligations. In fact, the Ministry of
Environment has partially lost the functions provided by the State to protect the environment and use
nature rationally. Only the central office of the Ministry of Environment Protection cannot provide
detailed information on the state of the environment. The territorial bodies of the Ministry, which

submitted data to the Ministry on a weekly basis, are not effective; regional analytical laboratories are
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not functioning. The development of economic activity is a priority of the National Environmental
Agency within the Ministry of Economy. It has not worked on forest reform and has no serious
involvement, which means that environmentalists are not actively involved in the implementation of
the reform, the drafting of the new Forest Code, the Law on Subsoil and other acts, and even if the

Ministry desires, it is no longer competent to be involved in the process.

Due to the above, the establishment of public environmental monitoring mechanisms becomes
especially important at this stage: it will allow the state to plan and implement sustainable development

plans of the country in accordance with the public order.

The public will be informed about the new initiative, which will enable the civil society itself to
participate in the establishment of public environmental monitoring mechanisms, in the monitoring of

the implementation of the sustainable development plan of the country.

A public environmental monitoring system will be set up, involving representatives of the non-
governmental sector, in particular the representatives of the environmental sector, independent experts
and public figures, based on which it will be possible to establish a public board. The function of the
board will be to coordinate the public environmental monitoring system. The public environmental
monitoring system board will work closely with the media and relevant state administrative and
legislative agencies; it will inform the Ministries and all the above-mentioned agencies the views of the
public. In addition, the public environmental monitoring system should facilitate the process of
activating civil society. It should be separately emphasized the board’s business relationship with the

bodies of the European Platform under the Association Agreement with the European Union.

The hotline, online forums, media debates and face-to-face meetings will enable any citizen of the
country to express his/her view on the protection of the country's environment and its sustainable
development. The public environmental monitoring system should develop the forms of monitoring

mechanisms and monitor the activities of the state.
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